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Morgan Solar Inc. – 30 Ordnance Street, Toronto ON M6K 1A2 Canada 

 
 
Dear Toronto City Council, 
 
Cc: City of Toronto Mayor David Miller
Committee; Councilor Joe Pantalone, Ward 19 
Etobicoke-North; George Smitherman; 
Honourable Brad Duguid, Ontario Minister of Energy and Infrastructure
Gerretsen, Ontario Minister of the Environment; the Honourable John Milloy, 
Research and Innovation; Toronto 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO THE MEDIA
 
Re: OPA/ Rezoning Application No.: 10 115786 STE 19 OZ
  
An application has been proposed to your Council to convert 10, 11, 25, and 30 Ordnance Street, a 
triangular piece of land east of Strachan Avenue and two blocks South of King Street West, from an 
Employment Area to a Residential Area featuring two high rise 
refused by the City’s Chief Planner on the basis that it conflicted with both Provincial and Municipal 
policies to grow and maintain employment opportunities in the City, particularly those that are 
transit-accessible.  The Chief Planner also noted that a municipal comprehensive review had not 
been completed, but would be required, to consider the conversion.  This review would have to 
demonstrate that ‘the land is not required for employment purposes over the long
 
Given that the application is still under review by City Council, we would like to explain the nature 
of the economic activity at 30 Ordnance to inform the decision
 
Whereas Council discussions and City Planning reports refer to 30 Ordnanc
term storage and as a temporary research facility,” the choice of these words by the applicant is 
clearly misleading.  Morgan Solar Inc., the current inhabitant of 30 Ordnance, is neither a storage 
facility, nor a temporary resea
incorporated in June, 2007, developing highly innovative, world class solar
are establishing a 5 Megawatt pilot 
ramp up to 30 Megawatts of production per year at this site in 2011.  We have tremendous potential, 
as demonstrated by the over $CDN 
date.   
 
It has been argued that the most effective
building.  However, we are much more than this.  We
campus for research, development, and manufacturing that will generate significant returns to 
Municipal and Provincial economies.  
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City of Toronto Mayor David Miller; City of Toronto Planning and Growth Management 
Committee; Councilor Joe Pantalone, Ward 19 Trinity-Spadina; Councilor Rob Ford, Ward 2 

North; George Smitherman; Olivia Chow, M.P. Trinity-Spadina; Rocco Rossi; 
Honourable Brad Duguid, Ontario Minister of Energy and Infrastructure; the Honourable John 

n, Ontario Minister of the Environment; the Honourable John Milloy, Ontario Minister of 
Toronto and East York Community Council 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO THE MEDIA 

Re: OPA/ Rezoning Application No.: 10 115786 STE 19 OZ 

application has been proposed to your Council to convert 10, 11, 25, and 30 Ordnance Street, a 
triangular piece of land east of Strachan Avenue and two blocks South of King Street West, from an 
Employment Area to a Residential Area featuring two high rise condominiums.  The application was 
refused by the City’s Chief Planner on the basis that it conflicted with both Provincial and Municipal 
policies to grow and maintain employment opportunities in the City, particularly those that are 

he Chief Planner also noted that a municipal comprehensive review had not 
been completed, but would be required, to consider the conversion.  This review would have to 
demonstrate that ‘the land is not required for employment purposes over the long-term.’

Given that the application is still under review by City Council, we would like to explain the nature 
of the economic activity at 30 Ordnance to inform the decision-making process. 

Whereas Council discussions and City Planning reports refer to 30 Ordnance as being “used for short 
term storage and as a temporary research facility,” the choice of these words by the applicant is 
clearly misleading.  Morgan Solar Inc., the current inhabitant of 30 Ordnance, is neither a storage 
facility, nor a temporary research facility; we are a high tech alternative energy company
incorporated in June, 2007, developing highly innovative, world class solar energy technologies.  We 

a 5 Megawatt pilot solar panel manufacturing facility at this site, and have 
ramp up to 30 Megawatts of production per year at this site in 2011.  We have tremendous potential, 
as demonstrated by the over $CDN 15 million in private and public investment we have secured to 

It has been argued that the most effective use of this land for the City is not a single story industrial 
are much more than this.  We have developed and are expanding

campus for research, development, and manufacturing that will generate significant returns to 
unicipal and Provincial economies.   
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City of Toronto Planning and Growth Management 
Councilor Rob Ford, Ward 2 

Rocco Rossi; the 
the Honourable John 

Ontario Minister of 

application has been proposed to your Council to convert 10, 11, 25, and 30 Ordnance Street, a 
triangular piece of land east of Strachan Avenue and two blocks South of King Street West, from an 

condominiums.  The application was 
refused by the City’s Chief Planner on the basis that it conflicted with both Provincial and Municipal 
policies to grow and maintain employment opportunities in the City, particularly those that are 

he Chief Planner also noted that a municipal comprehensive review had not 
been completed, but would be required, to consider the conversion.  This review would have to 

term.’ 

Given that the application is still under review by City Council, we would like to explain the nature 

e as being “used for short 
term storage and as a temporary research facility,” the choice of these words by the applicant is 
clearly misleading.  Morgan Solar Inc., the current inhabitant of 30 Ordnance, is neither a storage 

tech alternative energy company, 
technologies.  We 

facility at this site, and have plans to 
ramp up to 30 Megawatts of production per year at this site in 2011.  We have tremendous potential, 

million in private and public investment we have secured to 

use of this land for the City is not a single story industrial 
developed and are expanding a high tech 

campus for research, development, and manufacturing that will generate significant returns to 
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To date, Morgan Solar has brought in $6.3 million of foreign investment to Canada as part of our 
first-round financing.  We have secured strategic investments from Iberdrola S.A., Spain’s largest 
electricity utility and the world’s largest investor in alternative energy, and from Nypro Inc., a global 
leader in contract manufacturing and injection molding with operations in 16 countries.  We plan to 
raise an additional $20 million in a second round of financing later this year.  We funnel a great deal 
of money into creating highly skilled jobs at 30 Ordnance Street.  In 2010, we will spend at least 
$2.1 million on staff salaries for full time employees alone, and we will spend over $4 million setting 
up high tech production equipment and laboratories.   
 
Morgan Solar has grown dramatically since being founded by John Paul Morgan and his brother 
Nicolas Morgan in 2006, and we have aggressive hiring plans for the future.  Since moving to 
Ordnance Street, Morgan Solar has expanded from 9 to 25 full-time employees.  We are planning to 
hire 10 new high-tech manufacturing positions this summer to bring to market our first product, the 
Sun Simba.  During 2011 and 2012 we expect to create 75 more high-tech manufacturing positions, 
30 additional scientific research and engineering jobs and 10 additional support staff roles (see 
attached Hiring Schedule).  By the close of 2012 we will have, at a minimum, 150 full-time 
employees. 
 
20 of our current 25 full-time employees regularly take the TTC, ride their bike, or walk to work.  21 
of our 25 full-time employees are graduates of Ontario Universities or Colleges.  In addition, we are 
committed to being an equal opportunity employer, and our team reflects this.  Three of our 
employees were hired out of skills transfer programs for new immigrants.  Further, we are in 
discussions with Eva’s Place, the youth shelter and youth-run printing press located at 11 Ordnance 
(also impacted by this rezoning application), to create a dedicated position on our manufacturing line 
for an at-risk youth. 
 
Given the opportunity, Morgan Solar plans to offer to eventually buy, redevelop, and establish our 
Corporate Headquarters at 30 Ordnance Street.  If we expanded into the other half of the existing 
building, it would be possible to develop a 100 Megawatt production line, generating annual 
revenues of $300 million, and creating 600 direct high tech manufacturing jobs. 
 
We worked hard to convince our Board members and investors to locate our pilot manufacturing 
facility in central Toronto.  A convincing argument was made about the costs we would save by 
moving our office and manufacturing facility to Oshawa, Markham, or Brampton.  It is not likely 
that we would be able to win this argument again, particularly if we were to lose the significant 
investments we applied to moving into and improving the Ordnance Street facility. 
 
We unequivocally agree with the Chief Planner that rezoning Ordnance Street for condo 
development would conflict with Municipal and Provincial policies to protect and preserve 
employment areas for current and future uses, particularly those that are transit-accessible.  When we 
decided to invest in locating our pilot manufacturing facility at this location we did so in confidence 
that we would be here for the long-term.  We assume this to also be the case with Eva’s Place and 
the City-owned buildings on Ordnance Street. 
 
We look forward to discussing alternate directions for the area’s growth with you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Paul Morgan, Founder & President Nicolas Morgan, VP, Business Development 
 

 
Encl.: Morgan Solar Fact Sheet; City of Toronto - Official Plan Amendment – Refusal Report; City of Toronto Staff Report 
– Official Plan Amendment – Supplementary Report; Rezoning Proposal Letter_Joe Pantalone 


